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1. Now when Teſus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 


in the days of Herod the King. behold there came 
wiſe men from the Eaſt to Jeruſalem. 

2. Saying, where is he that is born King of the Jews? 
for we have ſeen his Star in the Eaſt, and are come 
to wor ſhip him. 


8 Janab at his ſecond ſending brought the ſame 
meſſage to the Nizivites, fo I coming again 
among you bring the ſame matter and Text, 


* 
. 


and as] promiſed, gat ber up the fragments, the ſundry 
circumſtances of this Text that were left unhandled. In}; 


the rank of theſe circumſtances next to the time of their 
coming Chriſts birth (of which with the amplifications 
co- incident thereunto, I have ſpoken man ch 
loweth the circumſtance of the perſons that come and 
make this enquiry. Sigh | 

Behold wiſe men came. Now here again are vain rea- 
ſonings amongſt the Interpreters, ſtrifes to no profit, 
but to the troubling and amaſing of the hearers, what 
theſe wiſe men were, what their profeſſion was, whether 
they were Philoſophers, Prieſts , Aſtrologers , Sorce- 
rers, Kings or States-men, Non noſtrum inter eos tantum 
eomponere litem, I mean not to arbitrate the firſt be- 
tween them, for what good is there in it; whether 1 
were all, any or many of. theſe, it mattereth not, (fair 


Bera- as long as the truth of the Hiſtory remaineth 


© fafe.* Only to ſpeak that for which we may have 
ſome light out of the Text it ſelf, it ſeemeth to be moſt 
probable chat they were Aſtrologers, (ſaith Cyprian, ) 

Men acuſtumed to gaze upon the itars,* faith Lea,) ſuch 
as were skilful in the art of gazing upon the ſtars,* ſuch 
as amongſt the Chaldeans, were called by the Prophet, 
Viewers of Heaven and Star-gazers, becauſe ** „ 

ea 


ings) fol- 


O 


a _— | 

lead here by a ſtar, to ſeek out this ſtar of Jacob that 
as newly ariſen. CoD | : 
Among our adverſaries the * (who ſpeak things 


a, that they ought not for filthy Iucres ſake, it is an un- 
de ritten Tradition, and therefore (ſay they) to be re- 
eived, With the like devotion that the Book of the 
Pd and New are, © that they were Kings, three Kings 
e Pecauſe they brought three gifts, that their bodies after 
heir death were tranſlated from their Country to Con- 
antinople , from thence to Millain , from Millain, to 
zolon , wither at this day there is great reſort of the 
ſimple people (who like the Athenians are in all thin 
oo ſuperſtitious, to adore them as holy Reliques. An 
fill up the meaſure of their fayning, they have found 
out three names for them alſo, Gaſpar, Melchior, and 
In Ip ,1thaz.or. And to this 23 they bring or rather 
IT fring and wreſt the words of the Pſalmiſt, the Kings of 
ns Tarſhiſh and of the Iſles ſhall bring preſents: the Kings of Sheba 
Ea Seba ſhall offer gifts, But, it is a tale painted on a wall, 
nd hot written in the word. And their own men are 
Þgainlt them herein, ( ſaith Fanſenins ) © not one of the 
515 old Interpreters calleth theſe wiſe men Kings. And 
Manmnan. | „ 


er As T think ſure they were not Kings, 
e-| for then the men that wrote; 

_ The Holy Hliſtorie, would this, 

| ſo great an honour note, 


th Maldonat, and Baronim, make no more of them but 
Fcgulos, petty Kings, ſuch as thoſe five that Abraham 
ubdued. And for the Text of the Pſalm, they meiſt 
urn about the earth (the foundation whereof God hat ii 
o laid, that it ſnould not be removed for ever) they 
uſt ( as Calvin ſaith they have done) © turn South and 
Weſt into Eaſt, ©- before it will crown them Kings, 
faith their own Janſenius,) © Saba and Arabia in reſpecqt 

are of Feruſfalem, arc altogether in the South not in t'1e 
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© Eaſt. But to leave this vain jangling de lana caprinaſt ite 
and to come to that whereby the Church may receivqto 
edifying, as our Saviour firſt riſing from the dead, bepoVv 
came the firſt fruits of them that ſlept in the earth, ſqÞf t 
theſe men that where Gentiles in the fleſh (and 'thereÞ* 1 
fore aliens from the common-weath of Iſrael, ſtranger id 
from the convenant, far off both in place and grace ) b 
coming firſt unto Chriſt are here made the firſt fruits ofpf 7 
the Gentiles, whereby as by a pattern God would ſheujma 
forth, that he would give unto the Gentiles repentancing 
unto life ( ſaith the ordinary Gloſſe here ) © in theſe meinte 
© the faith of the Gentiles is conſecrated as the firſt fruiqgre- 
© unto God.“ ( Saith Hillary) the riſing of the ſtar being] | | 
© firſt underſtood of the Gentiles, ſheweth that the GenÞll, 
© riles ſhould preſently believe in Chriſt.* ( Saith Cbryſepit 
ſtom, ) © therefore the Wiſemen of the Gentiles werfore 
_ E©firſt choſen to ſalvation, that by them the gate of ſaly9m 
© vation might be ſer open to all the Gentiles. And hihe 
cryeth out elſe-where, *-Oh happy wite men, who of? - 
call the Gentiles were vouchſafed to be the firſt fruits n 
the faithful, for thoſe wiſe men were a repreſentationÞNc 
of the Church that ſhouid he afterwards.* ( Saith Sain/%e 


Aluſtin,) e Thoſe wiſe men, what where they but the fir{ſÞf 


fruits of the Gentiles ? the ſheepheards were Iſracliteſiud 
* the VViſemen Gentiles, they from nere, theſe from fa va. 
© of, and both of them run unto the corner ſtone; foſ bin 
he coming (as the Apoſtle ſaith) preached peace ro uon 
which were fare off, and peace to them which werſeen 
© nere, for he is our peace, which hath made both ond bo- 
* Arid again he ſaith. He was manifeſted in the very 
* cradle of his infancy to them which were nere, and 5 
them which were far off, to the Fews by the nereneff 
© of the ſheepheards, to the Gentiles by the farneſs qtlia 
 *the Wiſemen. — 


So then Chriſt aſſoon as ever he was born, was ( 
old Simeon uttered in the ſpirit of prophecy of him) Jup 
gh? to lighten the Gentiles, for altough God for a time t. GC 
tbew his manifold wiſedom , ſet up a partition wall, q Se. 


Tit 


1 125 1 
inalfites and ceremonies, 84 he hedged in the eus 
iv&o be a precious people and a chief treaſure to him a- 

beÞþove all the Nations of the earth, and excluded the reſt 
ſ pf the Nations of the world from his covenant, altough 
erehhe gave them his ſtatutes and his ordinances which - 
ger id not to any Nations beſides, altough to them pertained 
) bp be adoption and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving 
O ihe Law, and the ſervice of God, and the promiſes , yet 
zewþnany and excellent things were ever uttered of the cal - 
ning and coming in of the Gentiles, of bringing them 
nerÞþoto the ſheepfold of the Church by Chriſt, who #s the 
uitreat ſneepbeard of the ſheep. | 
ing | It was promiſed to Abraham that was the father of us 
GenÞll,thar'in his ſeed (which is Chriſt, not the Fews only, 
eit all the Nations of the earth ſhould be bleſſed. It was 
vergorc-prophecied by Jacob, that Shilob ſhould be, or, to 
ſal bim ſhould the gathering of the people be, by Haggai, that 
{ h{he ſhou!d be rhe deſire of all Nations, by the Pſalmiſt, that 
o O Nations ſhould ſerve this Solomon, this King of Peace, 
5 ofand builder of the new Temple made without hands, 
ioofend that 0 ſhould bave the Heathen for his in beritance, and 
ain be ends of the Earth, for his poſſeſſion, by Iſai, that to the root 
fir(ſef Jeſſe, ſhould the Gentiles come, that be ſhould bring forth 
litellludgment to the Gentiles, that he ſhould not cnly be Gods ſer-, 
| faſſoant*to raiſe up Jacob and Iſrael: but that alſo he would give 
fol bim for a light unto the Gentiles, that be might be his Salva- 
Oo uſsion, to the ends of the World. And that the Gentiles ſhould 
verſcome, to the light of Zia, by Jeremias, that zbe Gentiles 
ond/hould come unto the Lord, from the ends of the earth, and ſay : 
rerf{urely our Fathers bave inherited Lies, Vanitie , and things 
andzvberein is no profit. 
nell And that we may not drink up the wole Sea, to thew 
{5 othat the water is Salt, bring all out of the treaſury of 
the Prophets, that is ſtored up in this kind, let me tell 
(you in one word, that of that horn of Salvation raiſed 
) Jup in the houſe of David, not only to be the glory of 
e t Gods people Irael: but aHo to bea light, to lighten the 
„q Gentiles, God hath ſpoken by the month of all his holy 
it 1 AZ ; Pr 
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Prophets, which were-fine the —_ began, And that which God hath 
{> ſpoken, he maketh haſt ( as it were) ro fulfildy bringing theſe firſt fruits 
of the Gentiles, as ſoon as ever the blefſed feed : ( in whom all Nation 
mult me bleſſed ) was manifeſted in the fleſh ; to receive the promiſed bleſ. 
fing from him. ( Saith Maximus) In theſe wiſe-men is fulfilled; that whit} 
was foretold by the Prophet : they to whom he was not ſpoken of : ſhall ſee 
and they that have not heard, ſhall * Yea, and that we may 
ſe greater things then theſe, the Jews, that were Gods only people: are 
now none of his people: that were the natural branches, are broken o 
and we grafted in; that were Gods on honſhould : have their houſe left 
deſolate; and we are come to be of the houſhould of faith, and fellow Cit 
tizens with the Saints, that were the children of the Kingdom; are cafl 

out into utter darkneſs, and the Gentiles come from the Ka and Weſt, and 
fit down with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob , in the Kingdom of Heaver 
Thus hath God taken away his vineyard, from thoſe husbandmen, that re 
fuſed to yield him fruit; even the Kingdom of God from them, and giver 
it to the Gentiles. Let me here then ſpeak the words of exhortation to 
Gentiles; hath God done ſo great things for us;and ſhall not our ſoul magniti 
him, and our ſpirit rejoyce in him ? Had he called us out of darkneſs f Co: 
into his marvellous light? Hath he made us a people, which were no people in 
Have we obtained mercy, that had not obtained mercy ? And ſhall we noff # 
| ſhew forth the praiſes of him that hath done this? now we ſee all this ful Be 
filled in our eyes, ſhall it nor make our hearts rejoice, and our bones floufſ 4. 
riſh like an hearb? could David being taken from the ſheepcoate to by Ad 
ruler over Iſ-ae!, wonder at the Lords doing herein? who am I, O Lor . 
God, and what u my houſe, that thou haſt brought me hitherto ? And ſha 
not we being taken out of the power of darkneſs, and tranſlated into thy} E- 
Kingdom of Gods deer Son, even a Kingdom that cannot be ſhaken, af . 
inheritance immortal, undefiled that withereth not, give tanks unto Gof hz 
the Father, that hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance 0 I1 
the Saints in light? Could Mephiboſheth , ſo magnifie Davids kindne 
for reſtoring him the Lands that were Sauls: and making him eat bread af try 
his Table? Al my Fathers houſe were but dead men before my Lord ti Jon 
Ang, yet dideſt thou ſet thy Servant, among them that did eat at thif fro 
own Table, And fhall not we that were dead in fins, and treſpaſles , fin E- 
Praiſes unto our God, who of his good pleaſure doth give us a Kingdon Fri 
that we had no right at all to: could lay no claim to, and maketh us to ei t 
bread, in the Kingdom of Heaven. ( Saith Leo) therefore beloved, let I thi 
which are inſtructed in theſe mifterys of God grace, celebrate the day {| of 
our firſt Fruits, and the beginning of the calling of the Gentiles with al thi 
the poſſible oy, giving thanks to our merciful God, who hath made © So 
meet, (as the Apoſtle ſaith) ro be partakers of the inheritance, of 1 he 
Saints in light, who hath taken us ont of the Kingdom of darkneſs : i N 
tranſtated us into the Kingdom of his deer Son. Becauſe as Elaias proph Ki 
_ ried, the people of the Gentiles, which ſate in darkneſs ſaw great light . 
and light, is riſen to them: which dwelt in the region of the ſhadow {| p# 
Death, Of vhm the ſame Prophet ſaith unto the Lord, the Gentiles whiq be 


knew the net : ſhall call upon thee; and the people wich were ignorant 
ite of thee : ſhall fly unto thee. | * | | 
I might here again gather, that which the Holy Ghoſt hath ſcattered, 
that Chriſt in bringing cheſe Aſtrologers, Sorcerers, practiſers of curious 
Arts, that had run away fartheſt from him, to be the firſt fruits of the 
Gentiles unto Him, and in calling theſe, theſe Prophets of the Divel to wor- 
ip him befors others, yea in ſtirring up the firf# Fruits of the Gentiles, 
Je ut of the very privy Chambers of Hell, would (ia vouchſafing mercy to 
theſe chief of ſinners ) ſhew forth all long ſuffering, for a pattero to them 
J which ſhould hereafter believe on him toeverlaſting life, (ſaith Chryſoſtom) 
therefore the grace of God ſbined unto the wiſemen , that Gods goganeſs 
il might be manifeftly known, and no man might deſpair that ſalvation 
i 121g ht be given him upon his believing : becauſe he now ſaw it given ro 
the wiſe· men. But though we may find much honny here, it is not good to 
ar re} eat too much honny, nor good to cloy you with too much upon one 
given matter, I paſs therefore from the perſons to the next circumitance of the 
to ug] places and firit of the place from whence. "RY 
gniſi] From the Eaſt.] from the riſing of the Sun the ſenſe is from the Eaſt 
neſs } Conntry, or which in reſpect of Judea, is ſituated towards the Eaſt, Now 
opleſ in their coming from the Eaſt, ws now fore ſignified that which afterward 
e no the Lord ſaid, many ſhall come from the Eaft, &c. ( Saith Chryſoſtom,) 
ful Becauſe they came From the Eaft whence the day ſpringeth , from thence 
flouf 414 the beginning of faith come, becauſe faith is the light of ſouls. (Saith 
to bY Maxwmu) they are well ſaid te come from the Eaſt, wha come te worſhip 
Lor that everlaſting day-ſpring, of whom it is ſaid, and the day ſpring from 
ſhalf an high hath viſited us. (Saith Bernard) they come worthily from the 
o th Eat, which publiſb unte ws the new riſing of the Sen of Righteouſneſs, 
n, al which enlighten the whole Werld with joyful news, Bur theſe are happily, 
» Gof have in them more flouriſh of wit then ſoundneſs of Divinity, therefore 
ce of I ſay unto them as Fehu to the Meſſenger of Fehoram, turn behind me. 
Ine Now as before about their profeſſion, ſo here again about their Coune 
ad aff try, there is a door of controverſy ſet wide open, and there is, much rea- 
4 ſoning , amongft the Fathers and Interpreters about this Eaſt Country 
thil from whence they came, whither it were Perſia, or Chaldea, Arabia, or 
Ethiopia, Egypt or Meſopotamia, And it is but a poor conciliation, that a 
Frier giveth, who to reconcile all theſe diverſities ſaith, let s ſay that 
they came from diverſe places, the one frem hence, the other from thence, 
J the third from ſome place elſe ; much like to the confutation that he maketh 
of our anſwer, that the wiſemen which came from the Eatt, could not be 
the Kings of Tarſpiſp, ot Sheba and Seba, becauſe thoſe Countries are 
South from Jeruſalem, in which reſpect the Queen of Sheba that came to 
nere Salomons wiſdom is called the Queen of the South, ( faith he, Cc.) 
% do not ſay that they came out of Tharſis, Seba, and Seba, but that the 
Kings of Tharſis, the Kings of Seba, the Kings of Arabia came, for they 
might be Kings thereof, and yet not come from thence , but from another 
part of their Kingdow, as I may ſay that the King of Spain came, though 
phi be come nat our of Spain, bat our of India or Scicily, I may fay of him as 
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Auftin of his adverſary , when hz indevoureth co anſwer, then he ſheweth 
moſt of all that he cannot anſwer, „ 
But for the point in queſtion, although there be fair probability that this 


Eaſt Country is Perſia, both by the ſituation of it which lyeth Eaſt from q 
Judea, and alſo by the name Magi, here given them ( which as Peters 


language bewrayed him to be a Galilean,) ſheweth them to be Perſians, 


being a mger Perſian name, a name of profeſſion (as ſaith the Commen- i: 


tator upon Prudent ius ( faith Tully ) which kind of wiſe and learned men 
was to be found amongſt the Perſians, yet becauſe I have profeſſed from 


the beginning to avoid fogliſh and unprofitable queſtions, from which we 


can reap no edification, either in faith or in love, I will paſs from it, and 
ſee whar inſtrution,we that muſt follow the faith and converſation of them 
that have gone before us in the faith, may glean from hence. Their 
action then in coming ſo far out of the Eaſt, from their fathers houſe and 
Kinred, which it is hard to fleſh and bloud to leave (for that is a point that 
Phe aohs daughther muſt be Cathechized in) from their native Pyl,yhich 
(as the Poet faith ) is unſpeakeably ſweet unto all men, tp ſeck and ſee 
Chriſt the new born King of the ew, in a ſtrange Land, muſt be pur in- 
ſtruction to ſeek Chriſt as well where, as while he may be found, to go far 
for him to leave all things with the holy Apoſtles, and follow him, even 
to forſake houſes, brerhren. ſiſters, father, mother, wife, children, or 


lands for his ſake. Honour thy father, if he do not ſeperate thee from the 


true father : etherwiſe, Although thy little Nephew ſhould hange npon thy 
neck, although thy mother with her hair about her ears, and her garments 
rent, ſhould ſhew thee the breaſts, wherewith ſhes nurced thee, although thy 
father ſhouldh lie on che Threſhold, tread upen thy father to go over, paſs 
away with dry eyes to the banner of the Croſs. It is a chief paint of Piety, 


to ſhew thy ſelf cruel! in ſuch a matter. And if the Queen of the South, 


came from the uttermoſt parts of the earth to hear the wiſdom of Solomon, 
about hard queſtions and riddles, if there came of all people from all thy 
Kings ot the earth, to hear the wiſdom of Solomon, utterings Proverbs, 
and ſpeaking of the nature of trees, beaſts, fouls, creeping thing and 
fiſhes, (all which is but the periſhable wiſdom of this world,) how much 
more ought they, that deſire to bee filled with the knowledge of GOD, in 
all Spiritual Wiſdom and underſtanding, (as the Spouſe of Chriſt goeth 
about the City in the Streets and in the broad ways, to ſeek him whom 
her ſoul loveth , and giveth not over till ſnee find him) go from ſea to 
ſea, from North to Eaſt, (if God ſend ſuch a ſpiritual famin in any Land) 
to ſeck him that is greater then Salomon, in whom are hidden all the trea- 
{ures of wiſdom and knowledge, and who is made unto us that wiſdom, 
whereby we become wiſe unto ſalvation ? if the Eunuch, being a man of 
great authotity under Candace Queen of Ethiopia, and having charge of 
all her treaſure, forgot and for ſook both honour and Country, eaſe and 
dignity (being ſo many remora's to fleſh and bloud, which will pitty it 
ſelf, that theſe things may not be indured by it) to come ſo far for Gods 
great name, to come to Jeruſalem to worſhip God in a kind of worſhip 


- that ſtood in carnel rites and ordinances, which were bur the rudiments.of 


the 
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he world, but ſhadows of things ro 445 how much more ought we with 
hat great multitude, to come from fare, to ſhake off all worldly, either 
pleaſures or profits which cumber us, that we may with Philip, find the 
leſſah, the Chriſt, who is the body and ſubſtance, who is the Mediator 
of the New Teſtament ? yea who is ſurety of a better Teſtament , and in 

whoſe face God doth give us the light of the knewledge of his glory, Ne 
if wiſemen, the diſputers of this world, Plato being, a Maſter at A: bens, 
Pythagor as, whoſe words were as Oracles to his Schollers, travailed over 
many Countries, that they might become ſchollers, and learn other meus 
doctrines, if Apollonius the Philoſopher, went almoſt though the whole 
world, that he might find every where ſomewhat to learn, to get the wiſ- 
dom of this world, which GOD will deſtroy ,, and bring to nothing; 
ought not we that are children in underſtanding , that naturally cannot 
perceive the things of G O D, that know nothing as we ought to know, 
to compaſs ſea and land ( if the candleſtick of the Goſpel ſhould not ſtand 
in our habitat uns) that we might follow Chriſt Jeſus, fir at his feet, hear 
his preaching, and learn the wiſdom of God in a myſtery, even the hidden 


"| wiſdom, which God, ordained before the world to our glory, Jacobs ſons, 


when the Famine was in the Land of Canaan, went down into Egypt once 
and again , to buy food for the famine of their houſes, and ſhall not rhe 
true Mraelites be as wiſe for their Souls: as they for their bodies? Labour 
more for the meat which endureth to everlaſting life: which the Sen af 
God ſhall give unto them, then they for the meat that periſherh ? And 
with Corneltus fetch Peter from Joppa, to ſpeak unto them words : where- 
by they may be ſaved when he is not to be had at Ceſarea : Pharaoks 
daughter being to be married to Solomen, (which marriage was a Type of 
the myftical Union, between Chriſt , and his Church) muſt forget hir 
own people: and hir Fathers houſe, that ſhe might be brought in to the 
King, and he take pleaſuré in her beauty, and they that will be the Spouſe 
of Chriſt, married unto him, in loving kindneſs and in mercy : mult 
ſhake off all carnal affections to Country or kindred, to the World and the 
things, of the World, ( which hang on like ſo many cloggs to keep them 
back, lie in the way like ſo many Lyons to hinder them ) that they may 
run after him, and be brought into his chambers, muſt hate Father and 
Mother, &c. That they may come to Chriſt, and be hu Diſciples. And tp 
bring the beſt Win at the laſt, to take for an example him that was the 
friend of God, and Father of the faithful. Abra bam when he was well 
ſtriken in years, being ſeventy five years old: ſo that he could rake no 
pleaſure in travelling, getteth him out of his own Country, and from his 
kinred and fathers houſe, where they ſerved others Gods : leaving all, that 
he might go into a Land which God wauld ſhew him to build and Alter 
there unto the Lord , and call upon his name, and if we be Abrahams 
children, and of the houſhould of faith, we will do the works of Abraham 
herein, otherwiſe as Abraham ſhewed his faith by this work of his, in 
going out from 1dolaters, and ſeparating himſelf from among them, aud 
coming into the Land of promiſe, were he ſerved the Lord, (for that, that 


vas a fruit of his faith, che Holy Ghoſt witneſſeth, I) fairh, Abraham, 


when 


N (10 | 
when he was called to ge out into 4 place , which he ſrould after receiv 
for an mheritance, obeyed,) So on the other ſide , mens little faith » Qr 
rather flatte infidelity is ſhown and known, as well as if je were written ii 
che ir fore · heads with a pen of Iron, when! with the rebellious, Iraelites 
in Moſes time: for the love of the fleſh pots of Egypt, they would rat 
tarry in Egypt, where they cannot Sacrifice to the Lord, without the abo- 
mination of the Egyptians, then go out into the Land of Canaan, where 
they might freely Sacrifice unto him, when with the Idolatrous Fews, it 
Jeremies time, they can burn incenſe in Egypt , to the Queen ot Heaver 
and pour out drink offerings to her, toenjoy plenty of victoals ; and kee 
themſelves out of want; when with Lot : they can pitch their Tents ne 
Sodom, for the pleaſantneſs of the Country; when with Martha, the 
trouble themſclves about io many worldly matters, that they can never © 
at Icaſore to hear Chriſt, and with thoſe in the parable, they prefer Farm 
Oxen, Merchandiſe; Pleaſures, Profits, all before their ſpiritual Marriag 
with Chrift, yea with the Gergeſens, vill rather thruſt Chriſt oor of thei 
coaſts, then looſe their hoggs to enjoy him: and to come necr unto ou 
ſclves, beloved, where ſhall taith be cond amongſt the men of this gene 
ration, who when Chriſt is not now te be ſought far of -: when his wore 
is nor in Heaven ? that we ſhould ſay, who ſhall go up into Heaven 0 
us, and bring it vs. : nor beyond the Sea, that we ſhould ſay : who ſha! 
go over the Sea for us, and bring it us, but is very neer us, and dwclleth 
plentiouſty amongſt us, yea, when he himſelf dwelleth among us, hat 
his tabernacle in our colts, from on high hath viſited us, and walkerh in 
the midtt of our Candleſtick, when his Kingdom is come nere us: will no 
go out to meet him, will not with Nathaniel, come and ſee him, with 
cbeus ſtir a foot, take a little paines to ſce him, nor with David deſire to 
come into his Temple, ro behold his beauty, to hear with their ears, to ſce 
wich eyes, and to handle with their hands, him being the word of lite, who 
when he riſech up early, and ſendeth unto them his Prophets, wiſemen 
and Scribes: will not receive his Prophets, in the name of @ Prophet, but 
account the preaching of his word fooliſhneſs, and are ready with the A. 
tbeniant to ſay of them that bring it: what will this babler ſay ? Surely 
theſe men would be far enough from going far with theſe wiſe men ta ſeek 
him : it they will not receive him, when he commeth amang them, if now, 
when he ſtandeth at their door and knocketh : they will not let him in, 
Vith Zacheus receive him to houſe, If when he hath his houſe amongſt 
them : they will not come into his Courts, nor worſhip him in the Aſſem- 
hly of his Sants among the old people af the Jews, all the males muſt 
three times in the year, appear before the Lord in the place which he 
thould chooſe to put his name in, even in the feaſt of unleavened Bread, in 
the feaſt of weeks, and in feaſt of Tabernacles. Some of them then mult 
dome from far, the Land being in length, from Dan to Berſpeba, one hun- 
fire] and fixty miles, and in breadth, from Joppa to Bethlehem , farty 
in ſix miles. And to what a number all the males appearing, (none being 
exempred upon any worldly pretence) would amount, it may be gathered 
by that great multitude, that were come to Jeruſalem, to keep the Pals- 
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-ſhine unto it, to ſhewit the way, would never come into the haven, where 


k Fat ( 11 4 | 
over, When Veſpaſtan the Emperour vt A his fiege againſt ir, being ( ay 
the Hiſtories of thoſe times report thirty hundred thouſand, And whereas 
by the letter of the Law, the Males only were bound to appear, it is worth 
the marking, that the bleſſed Virgin would not take liberty in that kind, 
but went with Joſeph to celebrate thoſe Feaſts, the Father and the Mother 
of Jeſus went to Jeruſalem, after the cuſtom of the feaſt Day, 

But in our days, amongſt us, when Gods worſhip is tied to no one place, 
neither ro Feruſalem, nor to the mountain, bur our Temples and Houſes of 
Prayer, wherein Chriſt is to be found, are according to the number of 
our Cities and Towns, fo that it is but a ſtep to them that dwell neereſt, 3 
Sabbath days Journey to them that are remoteſt, to come unto them, there 
are too many, that whereas they ſhould thrice a week appear before the 
Lord, ſcarce tread in the Courts of the Lords houſe thrice in a year, that 
with Simeon they may ſee the Lord Chriſt , there are too many dainty 


dames among us, that are ſo far from offering this free will offcring with | 


the Virgin, that they will not do the leaſt part of that duty that is required 
of them in appering before God in Sion, that are ſo far from never depart- 
ing out of the Temple with Anna, that on the other fide, they almoſt 
never come into it, and had need to be dealt withal, as thoſe in the high- 
ways and hedges were, to bring them to the marriage feaſt, even compelled 
by the vigor of authority to come in, that Gods houſe might be full on his 
Holiday, But enough hath been ſpoken- of the place from whence they 
come, I will therefore proceed to ſpeak of the place whitherthey come. 7b 
Feruſalem) Jeſus being born at Bethlchem, they come to ſeek him at 7ern- 
ſalem. As the Church her ſelf at the firſt ſought her beloyed, and found 
him not, ſo theſe firſt fruits of the Church that God would call of the 
Gentiles, at the firſt ſeeking for Chriſt, find him not. Buth how cometh 
it to paſs ( will ſome man fay ) that having run well hicherto, they ſhould 
now go out of the way, that having hitherto followed the guiding of re 
heavenly light, and the ſpewing of the ſtar that went before them, they 
ſhould now have a miſt before their eyes, and wander in darkneis ? Tae 
anſwer is, that out of the context telling us, that when they went towards 
Bethlehem, after theit conference with Herod, behold the ſtar which they 
had ſeen in the Eaſt , went before them again, ( faith Piſcator ) We may 
gather that that ſtar was hid from them for a time, which ſeemeth ty 
have begun, when they came into Judea. Ont of thu place it appareth, 
that when the ſtar had brought the wiſe men ſomemhat near to Jcrulalenz 
it was hidaen from them, that being forſaken of the ſtar, they might be 


compelled to ask for Chriſt, and to manifeſt him alſo in feruſalem. Their 


light failing them then, they ſoon went out of the right way, if a man 
walk in the night, he will both ſtumble, and turn our of his way, And ag 
theſe having loſt the ſtar their guide, ſoon looſe their vay, like the ſhip! 
that without the Magneticus index, the ſea compaſs or needle , would' 


quickly run aſide upon rocks and ſhelfs : ſo the ſhip of Chriſt the Ark of 


his Church, if he the ſtar of Facob, the day ſpring from an high, ſhould 
not viſit it to give light unto it, if the day ſtar of his Goſpel, ſhould not 


at 


* 
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it would be, but either fall upon the rocks of hereſy, or run a ground into 
the ſands of Impiety, where it would ftick faſt, till ir were broken in pieces 
with the violence of the waves of wickedneſs, like that ſhip that Paw[ſailed 
to Rome in. Now inthar, when they know not whither to go, they come 
to feruſalem to ſcek for Chriſt, they have both motives and inducements 
in themſclves to do fo, and alſo God (who ſitteth at the ſtern, and over- 
ruleth not only the falls and infirmities, of his ſervants, but alſo the im- 
pet ies of the Frince of darkneſs, and the children of diſobedience, for the 
fulti liag of his will, the ſhewing of his power, and declaring of his name 
and glory) hath his hand, his work and purpoſe herein. In themſelves 
they have a double motive. Firit from natural reaſon, even the wiſdom of 
the fleſh , for where ſhould they ſeck the King of the Fews, bur in the 
mother City of the Jews, Which above the other Cities of Judea, excelled 
among it all the inhabitants, as the head inthe bady. ( Saith Remigius) 
Jeruſalem » the Kingly City, and they believed that ſuch a child ought not 
be born , but in the Kingly City { Saith Leo) By humane reaſon they 
imagined, that the birth of the King which was ſhewed unto them, was to 
be fought in the Kingly City. Here then by the way (for | mean not to 
infiſt upon che point) we may obſerve, that if the wiſdom of the fleſh be 
our leader in the things of God, it will ſoon miſlead us. For the world 
with all her wiſdom, cannot know, find out the things of God the natural 
man doth wor receive, apprehend the things of the Spirit of Ged. If fleſh 
and bloud be our Counſellor, it will ſoon miſtake with Nicodemus, in the 
great Myſteries of godlineſs. For as the bands ot men, which Benhadad 
King of Syria ſent to lay hands on the Prophet Elißba, being ſmitten with 
blindeneſs, in ſtead of coming to Dothan, went into the midſt of Samaria, 
ſo there hangeth ſuch a miſt of natural blindeneſs over all rhe eyes of the 
ſons of Adam, that in ſtead of ſecking a Chriſt made of ng reputation, 
they are ready to dream ot, and ſeck a Chriſt all glorious without, rejoy. 
cing in the fleſn, and crowned at Feruſalem with great Pomp and Solemnity i 

A tccond motive that they had to ſeek Chriſt at 7eruſalem, is trom that 
dim | zh! that had ſhined unto them in Religion, from that little taſt 
that they had of the word of God, concerning him that was to come into 
the Worid, 

They had heard of that Prophecy of Balaam a Gentile, ſpread abroad 
among ſ the Gentiles, that a Star ſhould come out of Jacob, and à Sceptre 
riſe out of lirsei No wonder therefare, that ſeeing his Star, they ſhould 
acknowledge his birth, (ſaith Maximus) which if through Gods revealing 
of it, a Gentile could foretel, in like manner alſo a Gentile might acknow- 
tedze. Now Jeruſalem, being the City of God, of the great King, the 
perfection of beauty: the Joy of the whole Earth, of which glorious things 
were ſpoken even amongſt the Heathen, wherein God hat fer his Temple, and 
pur his name, and wherein devour men, of every Nation under Heaven, 
that came from far for Gods great and glorious name, uſed to dwell and 
waither the Eunuch, and other devour men came to worſhip: where ſhould 
they (jadging according to the appearance, of that ſlender light that had 
 Thingd unte them) ſeck for this Ker of Faceb, (whoſe birth they * 
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ledged, by this new Star Bis wich the Prophecy) 
but in Fera/alem, where God would be worthipped ? 
(Saith Haymo ) Why came they to Feruſalem? They 
* were Aſtrologers, wien they ſaw a Star which they 
had not ſeen before, they began to think what manner 
* of Star it might be! when they thought this, they re- 
* membred the Prophecy of Halaam ! when they read 
this; and ſaw that the Star was riſen, they preſently 
© knew that the Lord was born in Fudea : therefore 
they come to Feruſalem. And indeed it was the cu- 
© {tom of Forraign Nations: that when they faw any 
* wonder in the Heavens: they would go, or ſend to 
© Feruſalem , where the knowledge of God was, as they 
did in the time of Hezekiah, when the Sun went back 
© ten degrees.“ For Merodoch Baladan, King of Babylon 
ſeat Ambaſſadors to him, to enquire of the wonder that 
was done in the Land, ro inquire of the wonder, as it had 
been obſerved by the Chaldeans. Now iu that they had ſome 
ſhew, ſome colour in Religion, for this miſtakirg of the 
place of Chriſts hirth : we may here be inſtructed, how 
eaſie it is to err in the beſt matters, for as the blind man 
but half enlightened, took men to be trees, ſo men newiy 
converted, being but Babes: in whom Chriſt is but be- 
gun to be formed, and not ab e to diſcern the things that 
differ, may eaſily take ſhaddows, for ſubſtances, ikely- 
hoods and outward appearances, for truth it ſelf, wild 
grapes for good fruit, a ſhew of godlinels : for the power 
of godlinels it ſelf. For thus in matters of our holy Faith, 
* ſalvation, many that are unlearned: children in un- 
derſtanding, are deceived, to take that filthy har lot of 
Rome, for the true Spouſe of Cbrift, that den of thieves, 
cage of unclean Birds for the Temple of God, Antichriſt 
fitting in the Temp'ec of Chrift , for his Vicar, his Ste- 
ward ſet over his houſe, Satans meſſenger : tor Angels of 
light, Wolves in Sheeps cloathing : for faithful Paſtors, 
the Idol of the: Maſs : for the true propiciatory Sacrifice 
of Chriſt , baſtard Sacraments of mans invention: for 
legitimate Sacraments of Chrifts inſtitution, lip- labour in 
/ 5 
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an unknown tongue: for devour praying; will-worſhip, 
which God hat not required: for a reaſonable ſerving 
of him; diſtruſt-, and doubtfulneſs of Salvation: for a 


ſaving faith ; calling upon the Saints and Angels, falling 


down before Stocks,and Stones, for the way by which in 


humblenels of mind they muſt go unto God, and in af 


word their whole heap of Gibeonitiſh traſh , and ce- 
remonies for auncient unwritten verities coming from 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, | | 
Again in matters of chriſtian converſation, men are 
eaſily beguiled to take wordly ſorrow for Godly ſorrow, 
Eſau Teares, for Peter, Teares, Ababs Repentance, for 


| Manaſſehs Kepentance, Phariſaical giving, for good Al- P/ 


mes-doing, Lip-labour for Praying in the Spirit, Phari- 


ſaical boalting before God and the World, for ſound F 


and hearty Thanksgiving; drawing nere unto God with 
the Lippes, for drawing nere unto God with the Heart, 
Yea, and every Vice: for ſome ſeeming Vertue. ( ſaith 


Saint Auſtin ) Pride imitateth magnanimity, Curioſity ſeemeth | 


to affect a deſire of * Ignorance alſo is covered with 


the name of Innocency, Prodigality carrieth a ſhew' of Libera- Pe. 


 bity. ( ſaith Seneca) Vices creep on us under the name 


Virtues, Raſbneſs lurketh under the title of Fortitude, and the | 


_ Coward « taken for a Vary man. 


Since then we may be ſo quickly deceived with the F 
hurtful weeds of the Field being like to the hol- ſome 


Hearbs of the Garden, it ſhall be good for us not to judge 
according to the outward appearance . but to weigh and 
try every thing in the Balance of the Sanctuary, and to 


| hold faſt only: that which is truely and certainly good. | 


But as Joſeph ſaid to his Brethren, about their ſelling 
of him into Egypt, It was not you that ſent me hither : but 


God, not they alone, but God had his finger, his work | 
in it, aud they did whatſoever his hand, aud his Counſel | 


determined before to be done: ſo it was not of themſel- 
ves alone that they came to Jeruſalem to ſeek Chriſt, but 
it was the Lords doing, who bringheth them hither that 
he might provoke Vrael to jealouſie by them that were 

: f no 


| „ e 
ip; ho people, ( ſaith Hierom ) the wiſe men are brought by the 
ing ding of @ ſtare into Judea, that the Prieſts, being asked of 
be Hiſemen where Chrift was born, might become mexcufable 
bout bis coming. ( ſaith Cryſoftom ) this faith of the Wiſe- 
n, is the Jews condemnation : they believed their own Pro- 
ber-( Balaam ) theſe would not believe ſo many Prophets: 
bey confeſs him being an alien, theſe do not acknowledge him 
eing their own , he was known of the Gentiles, be was not 
wn of the Jews ; he was acknowledged by the Church, be 
as not acknowledged by the Synagogue. : 

They come to Feruſalem, (ſaid the ſame Author ) for . 

be confounding of the Jews, becauſe the Gentiles being con- 
med only by the ſight of a ſtar, did ſeek Chriſt even in for- 
aign Countries; and the Jews reading from their infancy the 
propecies concerning Chriſt , did not receive him being born in 
beir coaſts, 8 

And to this purpoſe hath Maxima a pleaſant and 
daſſionate Apoſtrophe, a turning of his ſpeech unto the 
fews. © ( faith he.) How long, O thou obſtinate Jew, wilt 
lou continue with thine ear ſlapped, thine eyes ſhut, and thine 
. Peart faithlefs ? Behold now, after thoſe Sermons of the Pav 
of [riarches , after the Prophecies of the Prophets, Chriſt is alſo 
de Freached by the Gentiles. If thou refuſeſt to believe thy fathers, 
ho from the beginning of the World, bave by infinite Holy 
rophecies., ſpoken of the coming of the everlaſting King , be- 
ie ve theſe men now at lenght which teſtify, not that he ſhall be 
orn hereafter , but that he is already horn with the, and for 
1d lee. What great frowardneſs, and deadly obſtinacy is there 
to In thine heart, that thou only beareſt not that which all men 
d. ſpeak, thou only abhorreſt that which all men believe, thou 
ig Ply make(# none account to ſee that which ſhineth out of hea- 
ut pen? A Virgin hath conceived with thee, and a ſtranger ta- 
rk eib notice of the birth of thy Virgin, the Angels words cannot 
el Perſwade thee to thy ſalbation, and yet one ftar bringeth the 
L Wwhiſemen uno thy Chriſt, 

Thus, then thorough the hardneſs of heart that was 
ome unto 1/rael, Chriſt reveiled unto them by theſe 
iſe men; was a Saviour of death unto death unto them. 
10 | | Thus, 


Nd 


Thus, he could not have done more to his Vineya 
then he did, but it would not bring forth good b 
F wild grapes only, thus, he would have gathered t 
children of Jeruſalem together, as an hen gathereth h 

cChickens under her wings, and they would not F 
| loved, let me conclude with the words of exhorratic 
to our ſelves : let us not make 1/aels fin ours, Iſa 
puniſhment ours. Let there not be ſuch a Spirit 
{lumber upon us, that Chriſt ſhould be preached un 
us, as the great book of the creatures is publiſhed 
the world, to make us, without apologis, without exo 
for our ſelves, that his peace ſhould be preached unto 
and we not be the ſons of Peace, that his Kingdo! 
fhould come nere unto us, and we be deeper in t 
condemnation of hell in the laſt day, then Sodom 
ſelf, but let us with Zachews receive him joyfully, a 
when we are poſſeſt of him, let us, with the ry 
Diſciples that went to Emaus, conſtrain him to abi 
with us, uſe a kind of holy importunity and violen 
(ſuch a violence as the Kingdom of Heaven ſilffereth 
ro keep him in our coaſts, that ſo he may give un 
us right or prerogative, to bee the ſons of God, even 
be heirs of God and joint heirs with him, of that ii 

eritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that faderh n 
away, releryed in heaven for us. by him, to who 
with the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, thr 
Perſons and one Gad be aſcirbed greatneſs, and Powe 
and Glory, and Victory, and. Majeſty now and fe 
ever. Amen. „ 
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The end of the Second Sermon. 
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